
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



(itritical Kotes 



I. THE SIGN aragub-minnabi 

The ancient Sumerian sign (A) ^^ was identified by the writer 

with the classical Assyrian sign (B) H- .' In Babyloniaca, III, 171, I 

adduced evidence for assigning the Sumerian value sib to (B) with the mean- 
ing re'u "shepherd," but in the Grammar, 235, I read sd6=(B)=re'u; 
on p. 292 the value sub was also assigned to (B). The last reading (sub) 
is now established by RA, 9, 77, II, 7: sM-M2=(B)=ri-e[u-um], "shep- 
herd." The ordinary word for "shepherd" is sib, t^^ , but sab 
(written with a similar sign tf^fefflff ) obviously means "shepherd" 
also. Note amelu sa6=re'u, "shepherd," syn. tabula, var. utuUa, 
Haupt, Nimrod Epos, 44, 58; and sa&-6anda= kaparru §a [re'i], CT, 18, 
32, a, 3. Meissner, SAI, 3996, 3999, suggests that sab is miswritten for sib 
in both passages. But sab has obviously the meaning "shepherd" in the 
compound gal-sab, "great shepherd": Legrain in Scheil, Textes Slamites- 
Semitiques, XIV, 121, No. 88, II, 5. From this ancient syllabar we also 
obtain evidence to confirm the assimilation of the sign (A) with (B), for in 
this list the following group occurs: 

II, 4: gal-sil, name of a kind of shepherd (s{Z=puhadu, "lamb"). 
5: gal-sab = Te'u rabA, "great shepherd," possibly a dignitary. 
6: BU-sab=? 
7 : gal- sub = re'u rabti, a synonym of gal-sab. 

In line 7, sub has the form (A). The above assimilation, however, 
appears to be convincing. The sign (A) appears in CT, I, 3, col. I, 5, as a 
title: a-sag La-za-pi sub, "field of L. the shepherd." So we must read if 
our identification be correct. The intermediate form of the sign already in 
a stage approaching the form (B) will be found in CT, 15, 26, 22, sub-da, 
where sub refers to Tammuz, the shepherd. Also in the Code of Ham- 
murapi, § 243, we have probably the same sign in the description of an ox, 
gud-db-sub-sag. In Reisner, Tempelurkunden, 12, I, 17, land is described 
as gan sub-sug. Thureau-Dangin, REC, 92, considers the sign (A) as the 
gunu of UD. At first sight this seems an attractive explanation. The 
sessig form of UD appears in REC, 236, and there is no reason why UD 

1 Sumerian Grammar, p. 19, n. 1; pp. 289 and 235; also Babyloniaca, III, 171. 
'^ So Thureau-Dangin. This reading siKsub is to be restored in Syl. C, 308 [su-]u = 
(B) =ri-e-um, sab-ba =ri-6-uin, IVR, 27, a, 1. 
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should not have been gunified in the ordinary way also. In fact, the sign 
D U has both sessig and gunu forms, as well as the sign TIG (kiSadu). See 
Christian, WZKM, 1911, 143 ff., and PSBA, 1913, 278. On the other hand, 
sign (B) is explained in Syl. C, 308, as a doubled DU, and this is of course 
its origin, when it has the value la^ and the meanings "go, walk, bring, stand." 
If our identification be correct, we must suppose that sign (A) became con- 
fused with (B) and finally identified with it. Hence (B) really represents 
two signs, (1) aragvb-minnabi or doubled DU, and (2) UD-gunu, value 
sub, with the meaning "shepherd," and Hfc, "bright radiant."^ UD-gunu 
means "great light, very bright," and this is of course the original meaning 
of (A). 

II. epe§u, "to attach, inclose, bind" 

Delitzsch, Handworterbuch, 116-19, distinguished three roots: (1) 
epelu, "to obtain control over," (2) epe§u, "do, make," (3) epe§u, "to 
bewitch." Roots (1) and (3) probably represent the well-known Semitic 
root TDDH, haba§a, "hem in, bind, encircle, clothe." The idea of binding 
is common to all expressions for bewitching. The piel uppi§, upi§, "he 
secured control of by purchase,"^ so frequent in Johns' Deeds and Docu- 
ments, is also connected with the idea of binding, securing by legal process. 
This explains at last the passage in Gilgamesh Epic, I, 36, uppu§ pirlti 
kima sinni§ti, "he was clothed with hair of the head even as a woman." 

III. kusarikku, "goat-fish" 

This mythological creature, so often represented on engraved memorial 
deeds (kudurru) as a creature with head, shoulders, and forefeet of a he- 
goat and with the body of a fish, is long since known to be the symbol of Ea, 
god of the sea. Zimmern in Frank, Bilder, 11, n. 1, has shown that the 
Babylonians designated this symbol by the loan-word suburmaSu, or 
"sM&wr-fish-l-goat," or "goat-fish." The passage on which this identi- 
fication is based, Scheil, Textes Slamites-SSmitiques, II, p. 90, IV, 5, has 
su-hur-ma-§u. The original Sumerian is naturally su^ur-mds (see 
Meissner,iSA7, 6521, where read §u-[bur-ma-§u]),' the name so frequently 
employed for the sign of the zodiac Capricorn.* Rarely is the sign followed 
by the determinative for "fish" i§a).^ But we have also ''"ku-sa-rik-ku 

■ Sign (B) has the value «&(> = banO , "be bright"; see Delitzsch, Sumeriachea Oloaaar, 
p. 269, under iub 4. Naturally, il our thesis be the true one, if&i) = b a n <1 belonged 
originally to (A). The idea iHb, "bright," is connected with UD-gun-d and this I take 
to be the original meaning of (A), sub, "shepherd," is attached to this sign as a mere 
phonetic expedient. 

2 For the idea of "control" attached to this root cf. Job 34:17. 

' See Sumerian Grammar, p. 61. 

' See Kugler, Stemkunde, 37 t. 

6 Cf. CT, 33, 3, 34; Harper, Letters, 1113, R, 7; 1134, 2. Klauber, AJSL, XXVIII, 
124, failed to interpret the signs suhurmaSu, Capricorn. 



